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When thinking of college, often our 

minds wander toward campus activities 

and classes. While these things make 

up an important part of the college 

experience, there are those whose 

college experience goes beyond the Iowa 

horizon.

This issue highlights students who 

have taken their college experience to 

new destinations. Students and faculty 

who share what they’ve learned at Iowa 

State University with the world, and 

those students who choose to learn more 

about the world at Iowa State University.

This out-of-the-box thinking is what 

drives students to major in international 

agriculture or global resource systems. It 

drives students to travel to Taiwan or the 

Virgin Islands. This thinking also causes 

faculty to journey across the world 

sharing their knowledge and experiences 

with others, or students to travel to 

Cyclone Nation from all corners of the 

world.

No matter what your adventure at 

Iowa State University includes, thinking 

outside of the box is something that 

takes place in any location. So whether 

your journey takes you to all regions of 

the world or simply to Ames, we hope 

that through these stories you can get a 

glimpse of the adventures going beyond 

the Iowa horizon.
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Co-Editor
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Co-Editor
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While spending two weeks in Belize, 

students were able to work hands on in 

the fields of biology and ecology. They 

were at TREES, an ecology field station, 

working with a herpetologist to study 

amphibian and reptile populations, while 

also spending some time banding birds. 

The second week was spent snorkeling 

around Calabash Caye Field Station 

looking at the diversity of fish in the 

Belize Barrier Reef.
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Students From Around the Globe
By: Amanda Crow

According to the Fall 2016 enrollment 

records, there are 109 students from 

across the globe that chose to make Iowa 

State Univeristy their home. Even with 

diverse backgrounds, their love for Iowa 

State’s beautiful campus and engaging 

courses bring us all together. Neel 

Solanki and Jun Ben Ng agree that the 

year-round beauty and high accreditation 

of Iowa State’s agriculture program were 

both deciding factors when they chose to 

enroll here. These students have found 

friends here that make the time spent 

away from family truly worth it. 

The “Iowa Nice” persona was a high 

selling point for Ng. The simple act of 

someone helping Ng find a local store, 

especially in a new place, is something 

he still remembers from his freshman 

year. Another common theme among 

international students is the nerves that 

come with traveling to a new country.

“There is a huge change in culture, 

which takes time to adjust to,” says 

Solanki. The 110 orientation classes and 

joining various clubs on campus helped 

both Solanki and Ng settle into their 

new homes in Ames. These students also 

have found that building relationships 

with professors is extremely helpful in 

their transitions as well. Whether they 

answer questions, offer helpful assistance 

with homework or recommend various 

classes, professors are a great resource.

Even once students are settled, the 

thoughts of their home country are 

always on the back of their minds. 

In Malaysia, where Ng is from, the 

agriculture climate is very different 

from Ames. It is usually hot with a high 

humidity level, which makes tropical 

conditions. Because of this, Ng was 

surprised by Iowa’s agriculture and 

amused by the snow. “Learning about an 

environment so different than mine is 

just incredible,” says Ng. 

Chloe Liu, a recent graduate majoring 

in agronomy and genetics, recommends 

fellow international students break 

through their comfort zone and make 

friends, because it is worth it in the 

long run. She has already seen the 

benefits of networking with peers in 

and outside the classroom. Ng would 

like all CALS students to remember it 

takes some time for everyone, not just 

international students, to get adjusted 

to a new lifestyle. And finally, Solanki 

would like to encourage everyone to use 

their passions in the best way they can. 

Whether that be with farmers in India, 

like Solanki, or right here in Ames, the 

possibilities are endless. 

Name: Neel Solanki
Major: Horticulture 
Graduation Date: Spring 2020
Hometown: Pune, India

Name: Jun Ben Ng
Major: Ag Economics with option in Soil 
and Environmental Quality 
Graduation Date: December 2017
Hometown: Singapore, Malaysia

Name: Chloe Liu
Major: Agronomy and Genetics, Plant 
Breeding and Biotechnology
Graduation Date: May 2017
Hometown: Tianjin, China

[ STUDENT EXPERIENCE ]
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Growing Opportunites and Success in the Virgin Islands
By: Emily Blum

Students are improving their 

horticulture skills while also improving 

the environment in St. John, U.S. Virgin 

Islands. The EARTH program allows 

students to practice sustainability while 

working alongside St. John citizens. 

In 2010, Iowa State University 

partnered with Gifft Hill School  

(GHS) on St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands  

to create a gardening and service  

learning program. 

Education and Resiliency through 

Horticulture (EARTH), gives students 

the opportunity to engage with people of 

a different culture through horticulture 

and gardening. Students have the 

opportunity to spend eight to 12 weeks 

on St. John to teach kindergarten 

through 12th grade students about 

horticulture, environmental science  

and culinary arts. 

“My experience was one of the best 

experiences of my life,” says Emma 

Lorenz, senior majoring in landscape 

architecture. Lorenz spent six weeks on 

St. John, U.S. Virgin Islands during the 

summer of 2016. 

During her time there, Lorenz 

designed and built new gardening beds 

to be used for productive gardening. 

Whether students are familiar with 

agriculture or not, they learn new skills 

during the EARTH program. “I learned 

how to grow a wide variety of different 

fruits and vegetables. I also learned about 

the structural aspects of agriculture,” 

says Lorenz. 

Lorenz found success designing a new 

garden bed because of her classes at Iowa 

State University. Her curriculum allowed 

her to determine the most functional and 

ideal design for the space provided. 

While Lorenz spent her time 

designing a new garden, Alesha Roll, 

senior majoring in nutritional science, 

was also in St. John participating in 

cooking and gardening. Roll focused 

on anything kitchen related during the 

summer. From picking lettuce from the 

garden and preparing the meals,  

to creating recipes, Roll used her skills  

in nutritional science to benefit the  

St. John community. 

Roll’s primary responsibility was 

to create recipes that met the USDA’s 

standards. The school wasn’t funded 

by the USDA and for them to receive 

funding they must have recipes that 

meet the standards. Because of the new 

standards, snacks and meals needed to be 

provided, resulting in the need for more 

food to be made.

Students of all majors and colleges 

can have the opportunity of a lifetime 

with the EARTH program.  

Adventure awaits!

The new garden Emma designed and built. 

[ STUDENT EXPERIENCE ]

Emma Lorenz working on her garden bed 
that she designed and built.  
Photo Credit: Emma Lorenz 

Photo Credit: Emma Lorenz 
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Looking to get a global perspective 

and to earn credit too? There is a way! 

International agriculture is a secondary 

major that requires students to have 

international agriculture, study abroad, 

or world languages and cultures 

experiences.           

 Robert Martin, the head adviser  

for international agriculture and 

professor in agricultural education, says 

that “traveling gets students to step out 

of their comfort zone.” He also noted 

how it could help students in their  

future careers.  

“It not only helps students discover 

their real interest but it also will help 

them be more marketable to employers 

because it is a talking piece during 

interviews,” says Martin.        

Martin suggested that if a student 

[ STUDENT EXPERIENCE ]

On Thursday, July 6th, ten students 

from Iowa State University departed for 

Taiwan to participate in the Industrial 

Academic Leadership Experience 

Program.

The Industrial Academic Leadership 

Experience Program is organized 

annually by Chung Yuan Christian 

University and allows students majoring 

in engineering from seven countries 

an opportunity to complete three, 

week long projects in multinational 

and multidisciplinary teams. Students 

attending this program also attend 

lectures, field trips and cultural activities 

while abroad.

The individuals were immersed in 

the Taiwanese culture while working 

alongside students from an array of 

civilizations. The opportunity tested 

their knowledge of engineering, 

project management, leadership and 

communication skills.

Scholars that attended were selected by 

their ability to demonstrate significant 

creativity, innovation, leadership and 

teamwork qualities. Students also had  to be a 

sophomore, junior or senior  class status.

During their 24 days overseas, the students 

were led by program director Joe Vanstrom. 

Vanstrom is a lecturer 

in the agricultural and biosystems engineering 

department at Iowa State University. He 

instructs students on how to run automated 

machines, develop and maneuver Computer 

Numerical Control programming and become 

better at diagnosing problems in the 

manufacturing industry.

Vanstrom volunteered to take over for 

David Grewell due to his previous experience 

in Taiwan, connection to Chung Yuan 

Christian University and eagerness to help 

continually provide study abroad 

opportunities for students. This was 

Vanstrom’s third trek to  Taiwan – once as a 

student in the Industrial Academic Leadership 

Experience Program and twice as the program 

director.

is interested in adding international 

agriculture as a secondary major they should 

talk to a professor that has been the leader of 

a study abroad trip. He also suggested one 

needs to ask themselves how this program 

will help meet their long term goals. He has 

had students  that have visited every 

continent, with the most popular being Africa, 

Europe and Australia.   

For more information or to see what study 

abroad opportunities are available visit 

www.agstudyabroad.iastate.edu or email them 

at calsstudyabroad@iastate.edu.    

By: Mikayla Dolch

[ GET INVOLVED ]

A Worldly Major
By: Katie Schrodt

Technology, Travel, and Taiwan

Iowa State University students participated in the Industrial 
Academic Leadership Experience Program in Taiwan. 

Photo Credit: Joseph Vanstrom
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Agriculture and society is a major 

that focuses on three areas: sociology, 

political science and economics. It was 

formally named public service and 

administration in agriculture; it changed 

because the department didn’t feel that 

it reflected what most students had an 

interest in. They wanted to find a name 

that constructed social science lenses 

that looked at agriculture. 

“The goal is for students to 

understand the challenging issues 

surrounding agriculture and to 

understand the role of government 

in consumer markets,” says Carmen 

Bain, the agriculture and society 

undergraduate adviser. “In terms of 

communicating we need good social 

scientists, and that’s what this major is 

designed for.” 

With this flexible major, many 

students are able to double major. 

“We are here to help students design a 

program that best fits their interest and 

career goals,” says Bain.

After graduation many agriculture 

and society students find careers 

in public policy, public relations, 

government relations, marketing, 

advertising and more.

For more information on agriculture 

and society major, contact Carmen Bain 

at cbain@iastate.edu or visit www.soc.

iastate.edu/majors/agriculture-and-

society-program/. 

Global Resource Systems (GRS) 

is a fairly new program at Iowa State 

University with approximately 130 

students. You will need a backpack  

and an atlas for this major, as it involves 

much more than lectures, books  

and exams. 

This program focuses on international 

development and the interconnectedness 

of the many resources around the  

world. It allows for students to “choose 

their adventure at Iowa State”, as they 

are given the freedom to tailor their 

experience to personal interests  

and passions. 

GRS students are required to gain 

proficiency in a foreign language, select a 

region of the world where they will focus 

their studies, earn a major or minor 

in the College of Agriculture and Life 

Sciences, participate in an international 

internship opportunity and complete a 

senior capstone project. Out of all of the 

GRS students at Iowa State University,  

65 to 75 percent are double majors. 

Adam Willman, a senior in GRS, says, 

“Globe (Global Resource Systems) has 

taught me to look at the whole forest and 

not just the tree, but I have also learned 

the importance of that one tree within 

the entire system. I’m constantly blown 

away by how complex and multifaceted 

Iowa State’s global program is.” 

“Each student’s story and journey 

through the Globe program is very 

unique. It provides students with 

outstanding opportunities and real-

world experiences,” says Maggie 

Sprecher, a GRS academic adviser. For 

more information, contact Sprecher at 

msprech@iastate.edu. 

Global Resource Systems

The World Needs More Social Scientists

By: Kylie Peterson

By: Katie Schrodt

[ GET INVOLVED ]

Sean Lundy interacts with students in Uganda during his Global 
Resource Systems required internship experience. 

Photo Credit:  Maggie Sprecher
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[ STUDY ABROAD  ]

The Iowa State University College of 

Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) 

offers students the opportunity of a 

lifetime to travel on a study abroad 

program of their choice. Chelsea Daines, 

a recent graduate in dairy science with 

a minor in microbiology, has been 

fortunate enough to study abroad 

several times, as well as work in the 

CALS study abroad office as a student 

travel consultant (STC). As an STC, 

Daines’ role in the study abroad office 

includes answering questions students 

have, helping with applications, getting 

passports and assisting in any other 

travel related needs. Daines also has the 

role of promoting the the  

study abroad programs to students and 

help them find a travel course that  

best fits them. 

During Daines’ time at Iowa State 

University, she has traveled to France, 

Switzerland and Italy. The focus of that 

trip was to study livestock, wine and 

cheese production. “I loved my trip to 

France, Switzerland and Italy. It was very 

neat to see the diversity of agriculture in 

Europe,” says Daines. Daines planned 

another study abroad trip for this past 

summer studying the dairy industry in 

the Netherlands.

Some students tend to be hesitant 

about studying abroad or are unsure 

about the application process. Daines 

offers these tips for applying to study 

abroad:

• Find a program that you are
passionate about

• Take your time on the application and
answer the questions with thoughtful
responses

• Demonstrate your eagerness to learn
and willingness to adapt to a new
culture

• Be willing to step outside your comfort
zone and try new things

• Get to know the professors who are
leading the trip

Every year thousands of dollars 

in scholarships are given to students 

studying abroad. “Each student is 

guaranteed a scholarship if they apply,” 

says Daines. Daines also explained that 

the CALS study abroad office has a 

passport program for first time travelers 

which covers the entire cost of their 

passport. 

The college’s study abroad programs 

are an amazing opportunity for students 

to learn about agriculture all around the 

world. 

“Studying abroad has taught me  

that the world of agriculture is very 

diverse. Many farmers take different 

approaches and all end up at the same 

point. The goal of all farmers around 

the world is to raise safe, healthy and 

nutritious products for their consumers 

all while keeping their animals’ welfare  

a top priority,” says Daines.

For more information visit www.

agstudyabroad.iastate.edu, and take 

the time to fill out a study abroad 

application, apply for scholarships, step 

out of your comfort zone and enjoy  

your study abroad wherever you go.

Studying Abroad: Tips, Advice, Experiences
By: Shelton Hatch

Students take in the view from a hillside in France. Photo Credit: Chelsea Daines 

A study abroad group poses in front of the 
Lake Geneva fountain. 
Photo Credit: Chelsea Daines 
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Veterinarians Without Borders was 

first established in 2014. Neil Vezeau was 

crucial in starting the club here at Iowa 

State University, as a way to integrate 

veterinary medicine with humanitarian 

work on an international scale. Vezeau 

started talking with organizations, 

such as World Vets, and spoke with the 

Texas A&M affiliation, now Iowa State 

University’s sister chapter.

Chelsea Pilipiszyn recalls helping 

establish the chapter during her 

freshman year with a group of six 

members. She now serves as club 

president and went on the group’s first 

trip in the winter of 2016, where she got 

veterinary experience in Costa Rica. 

“We were able to spend ten days there 

and get technical skills doing spay and 

neuters with the veterinarians, helping 

with the anesthesia, getting to work with 

the cattle and we got to do vitamin and 

deworming injections,” says Pilipiszyn.

According to the Veterinarians 

Without Borders website, the club works 

to serve communities and allow students 

opportunities to gain veterinary and 

leadership skills, which can be applied to 

their career paths. They are inclusive and 

welcome pre-vet or non pre-vet students. 

Overall, they want to positively impact 

communities locally and internationally.

For more information, visit their 

website: https://www.stuorg.iastate.edu/

site/vwb. All questions can be directed to 

Pilipiszyn at chelseap@iastate.edu.

The International Association of 

Students in Agriculture and Related 

Sciences local Committee (IAAS) at Iowa 

State is committed to further education 

concerning international agriculture. The 

local club attracts a variety of students 

with diversified interested in CALS. 

Active in promoting the exchange of 

agricultural experiences, knowledge and 

ideas among students all over the world, 

they send students to symposiums and 

events that take place during the year. 

Last February, the association sent 

a group to California to meet a newly 

installed club at University of California-

Davis and welcome them to the IAAS.  

Locally, they send students to the World 

Food Prize Symposium in Des Moines 

and Women Food and Agriculture 

Networking Conference in the Midwest. 

To receive further information about this 

organization contact them at iaasisu@

gmail.com.

Veterinarians Without Borders

IAAS

By: Morgan McEnany

By: Megan Striegel

The 2017-2018 officer team for IAAS.

Veterinarians Without Borders members 

traveled to Costa Rica to gain veterinary 

experience and assist local veterinarians.

Photo Credit: Chelsea Pilipiszyn

Photo Credit:  IAAS

[ CLUB SPOTLIGHTS ]
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“A dream of mine is that one day, 

every student at Iowa State will have 

a study abroad experience,” expressed 

Dean Acker, Iowa State University’s 

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 

Associate Dean for Academic and Global 

Programs. In his position, he focuses on 

incorporating academic programs for 

undergraduates with global programs. 

According to Acker, the merging of the 

two has made the program even stronger. 

Acker has over thirty years experience 

with international agriculture and 

education, including eight years living in 

Europe and Africa. He has spent his time 

working and studying in Africa, Greece, 

Oregon, California, Ohio and Kentucky 

learning about their agricultural systems. 

When asked about how his degrees from 

all over the country have benefited him 

in his position he said,  

“I know that my education has given me 

the benefit of having a broad perspective 

on agriculture. Working and studying in 

different parts of the United States and 

in other parts of the world as well, gave 

me a better understanding of different 

cultures too.”

Acker has put those experiences to 

work here at the university. In a team 

based system that typically consists of 

five to 10 faculty members, they have 

traveled and taught around the world. 

CALS teams have worked on curriculum 

reform in agriculture in countries 

such as Ukraine, China and Slovakia 

to name a few. The team worked with 

a university in India implementing an 

outreach program to the rural people, 

while another team has been working in 

Uganda for the past 12 years.

Here at Iowa State, our international 

programs are often pursued by faculty 

above and beyond their normal areas of 

responsibility. He observed that one of 

the best things about the CALS faculty 

is the amount of generosity they bring 

to their work in making the world 

better. Acker also states that “one of 

the best things about this university 

is that the majority of students want 

to study abroad, which is evidence of 

their willingness to learn and embrace 

diversity. As a faculty member, that is an 

attitude that makes me optimistic about 

the future.”

Going International with Dean Acker
By: Melanie Bennett

[ CAMPUS ADVOCACY ]

Dean Acker speaks with students in Uganda.

A dream of mine 
is that one day, 
every student at 
Iowa State will 
have a study abroad 
experience

Photo Credit: Dean Acker 
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PACKING
Whether your trip will last five days 

or five months, packing can be the most 

stressful step. What do you bring? What 

do you leave behind? What if you need 

*gasp* wardrobe options?

Follow these tips and tricks to ensure 

a stress-free, organized and efficient 

packing process.

Tip #1: Roll your items!
Clothes can be bulky. By rolling each 

article of clothing, your packing space 

can be used more efficiently. You might 

even create enough space to pack your 

favorite Cyclone gear!

Tip #2: Pack inside shoes!
Ever notice how much room is inside 

your shoes? Wrap small items in plastic 

bags and take advantage of this space. 

Your shoes will not lose their shape, and 

your small items are less likely to get 

lost!

Tip #3: Be strategic with your clothes!
There are two kinds of people: 

travelers who pack light, and travelers 

who wish they had. When deciding 

which clothes to bring, plan strategically. 

Pack neutral colors, wrinkle-resistant 

fabrics, and pieces that can be worn 

multiple times for various occasions. 

This may take a little extra brain-power 

than stuffing your entire closet in a bag, 

but you’ll thank yourself in the end!

Tip #4: Pack for the best-case scenario!
Over-packing tends to happen when 

we ask ourselves all those pesky ‘what 

if’ questions. What if it rains and I 

need my galoshes? What if the weather 

turns and I need my chunky wool hat? 

Don’t put yourself through the hassle 

of lugging these heavy items around; 

pack as if everything goes according to 

plan. If worse comes to worse, you can 

always purchase cheap items as needed 

throughout the trip. 

Tip #5: Leave extra room!
This is hard… really hard. But you 

know you’ll be heartbroken if you 

have to leave your authentic sombrero 

behind. Or that delicious box of Swiss 

chocolates. Or that awesome pair of 

leather pants. Souvenirs make the best 

gifts for friends and family back home, 

or can serve as a wonderful reminder of 

the memories made. Save space for these 

items when packing in the first place!

Make packing the least of your 

worries by planning far ahead. Once that 

zipper slides shut with ease, you’ll be 

glad you did.

[ TIPS AND TRICKS ]

By: Kristen Lowe

Photo Credit:  Gettyimages

     Packing 101

You’ve spent months planning your 

trip: your tickets are purchased, itinerary 

is planned and you’re chomping at the 

bit to leave. However, there is one last 

hurdle to leap before your adventure 

begins. 
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